
From the Principal’s Desk 

Calendar of Events 

      2  Spirit Day 
      6 Election Day
 School Closed 
      7 Coffee w/Counselor 
 5:15-6:00 PM 
      7 PTA Meeting 
      8 Individual Picture 
 Make-up 
      9 3-hour Early   
 Dismissal  
 1st Marking Period 
      9 Peacemaker 
 House Party 
12-16 American Education 
 Week 
19-30 STAR Lab 
22-23 School Closed  
 Thanksgiving  
 Holiday 
    26 Distribution of report 
 cards 
    29 PTA Greens Pickup 
    30 School Closed for 
 Students  
 Elementary  
 Conferences 
 

 
 

 
     
    
     5 Interim Reports 
 distributed for 
 Grades 4-5 
     7 Spirit Day 
   11 Winter Music   
 Concert 6:30 PM 
   20 Peacemaker 
 House Party  
   21 Winter Break  
 begins at Dismissal 
 

           November 2018 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
Rodgers Forge Elementary School empowers students to be lifelong learners and 

globally competitive citizens. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families, 

American Education Week, November 12-16, 2017, is right around the corner.  During this week parents are 

invited to visit classrooms to see their students hard at work.  Thank you, in advance for taking time to 

celebrate the importance of your child’s education.  The children are delighted to show their loved ones how 

much progress they have made in one short term.   

Report Cards: Students in grades one through five will receive their first report card of the school year on 

Thursday, November 26th.  Please note that accordance with the BCPS Grading and Reporting Policy, 1st 

quarter and 4th quarter report cards will NOT have comments and special area grades will only be reported 2nd 

and 4th quarter.  Student grades in art, music, physical education, and music will be a culmination of two 

marking periods, before being calculated for a final grade.  

Friday, November 30th is Elementary Conference Day.  Schools will be closed to provide an opportunity for 

parents to meet with teachers to discuss your children’s progress, strengths, and needs. Conferences also 

provide an opportunity for parents and teachers to work together to develop a plan to help students improve 

their performance in school. Kindergarten students do not receive report cards. Information from the 

Kindergarten Progress Report is shared with parents during parent conferences in the fall and spring.  

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, it is the perfect time to stop and reflect on what we are thankful 

for at Rodgers Forge. I am so thankful for our dedicated teachers, your children, and the amazing Rodgers 

Forge Community.!  Enjoy the time with your family this Thanksgiving season.   

For more exciting RFES news and events at RFES, like our Facebook page or follow us @missyfanshaw or 

@RodgersForgeES !! 

 

Missy Fanshaw 

Principal 

 

Our staff completely embraced “We All Belong” at the  
Halloween parade, dressed in their Peacemaker House Colors!   
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Peacemaker Houses:  During the month of October students participated in 

a House Party that focused on the virtue of responsibility. Each colored house 

played games, reflected on responsible actions, and got to shop at the “Swag 

Shop”!  Houses are working on fostering relationships for students across the 

different grade levels.  The next Peacemaker House Party is Friday, 

November 9th.  We will begin with a school wide pep-rally to kick-off the 

virtue of consideration before announcing the colored house that had the 

most points for the 1st quarter.  Students will then meet with their 

Peacemaker House for games and teambuilding.  Any student accumulating 3 

Peace Contracts within a quarter will not be allowed to attend the house 

party. They will use this time, instead, to reflect on making better choices 

and the virtue of the month.   

Moving forward, students will be able to trade in their Rodger Bucks at the “Swag Shop” the day before the 

Peacemaker House parties.  The PTA is working with the administration to assist with volunteers to run the 

shop. November 8th will be the next “Swag Shop”.   

Below is a list of teachers assigned to each Peacemaker House. You may have also been able to guess this from 

their colored costume at the Halloween Parade!  Mrs. Rowland and I are in all of the houses…….RAINBOW!!  

RED HOUSE; Ms. Manley, Ms. Rickels, Ms. Mercer, Ms. Cook, Ms. Tierney, Ms. Lois, Ms. Gover, and Mr. Bassey 

ORANGE HOUSE:  Ms. Hunter, Ms. Ludwig, Ms. Paris, Ms. Erdman, Ms. Celenza, Ms. Sally, Ms. Frisch, Ms. 

Solakian, and Ms. Magdelena 

YELLOW HOUSE:  Ms. Menzies, Ms. Rossi, Ms. Piunti, Mr. Houk, Ms. Evans, Ms. Shapira, Ms. Kim, and Ms. 

Marta 

GREEN HOUSE:  Mr. Lenox, Ms. Siuta, Ms. Wohltmann, Mr. Holden, Ms. Guth, Ms. Daffron, Ms. Seidenman, 

Ms. Stout, and Ms. Pat 

BLUE HOUSE:  Ms. Schmidt, Ms. Lark, Ms. Thomas, Ms. Traynor, Ms. Xi, Ms. Few, Ms. Wilson, and Ms. Myla 

PURPLE HOUSE: Ms. Lohr, Ms. Osgood, Ms. Schultz, Ms. Kotapish, Ms. Brooks, Ms. Hashimoto, Ms. Dinsmore, 

Mr. Bill, and Mr. Dean 
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American Education Week: 9:15-11:30 Grade Levels 

Monday, November 12th Kindergarten & 1stgrade 

Tuesday, November 13th 5th 

Wednesday, November 14th 3rd 

Thursday, November 15th 4th 

Friday, November 16th 2nd 

      
 

 

Peacemaker House Meeting Dates 

 

 November 9 @ 9:15 

 December 20 @ 2:00 

 January 25 @ 9:15 

 February 14 @ 2:00 

 March 11 @ 9:15 

 April 5 @ 9:15 

 May 22 @ 2:00 

 June 13 @ 9:15 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS REFERRAL PROCESS  

Just a reminder that there is a process that must be adhered to for private school referrals.  
The process was explained in the October Chronicles but can also be reviewed below.   

 Please submit the application and the permission to release information forms to 
Mrs. Ludwig for processing (do not give the form directly to your child’s teacher).  
The Common Referral Form is not to be completed by our staff until after 
December 1st.  This referral form is sent with your student’s academic transcript 
so that the private school receives one complete packet of information. 

 After December 1st, your student’s teachers will complete the Common Referral 
Form, which is a confidential document used by most private schools.  This form 
requests information about academic ability, classroom performance, school 
behavior, and personal abilities.   

 Please include a $5.00 check made payable to Rodgers Forge Elementary.  This 
fee will cover the cost of duplicating records, the large mailing envelope, and 
postage to mail the completed application (please do not send stamped 
envelopes).  In the interest of your student’s privacy, we do not e-mail or FAX 
transcripts to private schools.  

 Please be patient.  Allow at least two weeks for our staff to process your 
application package. 

 In order to ensure that your application is to the private school by the January 
15th deadline, please send in your request by December 14th.  All requests that 
are turned in after December 16th cannot be guaranteed to be sent out by 
January 15th. 

 

        

 Dumbarton Middle School Parent Orientation 
This year Dumbarton Middle School will hold their parent orientation for incoming 6th 

graders on Wednesday, November 28th at 6:00 p.m.   All parents of current 5th graders who 

will be attending Dumbarton Middle during the 2018-2019 school year are invited to 

attend.  5th grade parents are also welcome to visit DMS during the day during American 

Education Week; however, they will need to contact DMS’ school counseling office ahead 

of time to follow a generic 6th grade schedule.  DMS does not offer shadow days for 5th 

graders. 
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The Reading Corner  
Sight Words 

 First let's define what sight words are. Sight words are defined by your 
child. His sight words are the words that he can already recognize by sight 
without using any specific strategies. That's not usually how the term is used, 
though. Just to confuse you, when you see lists of sight words what you are 
usually seeing are lists of high frequency words or Dolch Words. Edward 
William Dolch first compiled the full list and broke it down into five levels for 
children to learn by sight. They are a list of 220 words that are used so often in print that together they make 
up an estimated 75% of all words used in books. Some of the words cannot be decoded using conventional 
strategies so memorizing them until they are known by sight is beneficial. 
You might think that these words are so common that kids would just learn them organically through reading 
and other everyday print. But many of the words also defy standard phonetic conventions, meaning they are 
impossible to sound out. They are often also difficult to illustrate, so children can't use illustrations in picture 
books to make a deeper connection to these words. Can you illustrate "is" or "it?"  Me neither.  
  On the flip side, the wonderful thing about these words being so common is that children learn 
them easily with repetition because they are usually words that they already have in their everyday 
vocabulary.  

 Working hard to learn these words by sight (memorizing) pays off. It 
allows kids to free up cognitive resources so they can focus on the tougher 
words that require strong decoding skills. They are also able to understand 
the majority of the text if those decoding skills fail. There is more to why 
sight words are important than just simply the mechanics of reading; they 
are also fantastic confidence boosters. One of my educational philosophies 
is to build children's confidence up and then present an attainable 
challenge. Sight-word knowledge provides a scaffold of understanding and 
confidence for new readers who need to use all the other tools in their tool 

box to complete the job at hand: reading with understanding.  
 So now that we know what they are, why they are important, and what they can do, we need to 
figure out how parents can help. Have fun with these words!  
 Of all the various reading strategies, I find working on sight words to be the easiest for parents to 
get involved in. If you aren't sure which words to work on with your children, you can check with their 
classroom teacher or check out the entire list that is attached.  
 Using these lists, try out some of these simple sight-word activities at home.  
  
1. Sight Word Bingo 

You can find many different commercial sight-word bingo games, or you can make your 
own.  
  
2. Sight Word Hide & Seek 

Write sight words on index cards, and hide them around the house. Set the timer and give 
your child two minutes to find as many sight words as he can. At the end of the two 
minutes, have him read the list to you. He gets one point for every correct word. Repeat, 
challenging him to break his own record.  
  
3. Sight Word Memory 

Using index cards, write out pairs of sight words and place them face down on a table. 
Take turns flipping over the cards and reading the words. If you make a match, you keep the cards. The 
person with the most cards when they are all turned over wins.  
  
4. Meal Time Word Wall  

Make a word wall with a large piece of butcher paper. Start with two words, adding a new one daily. Have 
your child read the whole list every mealtime. If she has trouble with the list, do not add more words until she 
can read them without trouble.  

 
 

 Karrie Cook  
Reading Specialist 

kcook@bcps.org 

@Cookreading  
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Falling For The RFES Library: 
 

Library Highlights for November 

 

Students are truly “falling” into some great library behaviors! I have 

been so proud of all the great work students have been doing this year 

with learning about the organization of the library and ways to be 

ongoing digital citizens throughout the year.  

 

 
BCPS Database Spotlight 
 

Looking for a great online resource that can support reading? Well, try on of the 

FREE BCPS databases- “TumbleBookLibrary” or “TumbleBookCloud Junior”. 

 

“TumbleBooks are animated, talking picture books which teach 

kids the joy of reading in a format they'll love. TumbleBooks 

are created by taking existing picture books, adding animation, 

sound, music and narration to produce an electronic picture book which you can 

read, or have read to you. TBL also includes National Geographic videos and games.” 

  

“TumbleBookCloud Junior is an online collection of ebooks and 

read-along chapter books, non-fiction books, graphic novels, 

educational videos, and audio books! This database is a great 

option for adventurous young readers who wish to read beyond the picture book 

collection in the TumbleBookLibrary. It is designed specifically for kids in grades 

three to six.” 

 

To visit these sites, just visit the BCPS One Digital Content Link: 

 
 

and click on the matching link. Don’t forget to have a copy of the BCPS login 

information to gain access at home. Need another copy? No worries! Just contact 

me at pholden@bcps.org 
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2017-2018 Black-Eyed Susan Award 

“Your Vote Is Important!” 

 

The Black-Eyed Susan Book Award is given in the Spring to 

picture books, chapter books, and graphic novels that represent 

the best in literature, and students from all over the state of 

Maryland get to vote! As a matter of fact, only students can 

vote for the books, we adults don’t get to pick! 

 

Students at the RFES Library in 2nd and 3rd Grade get to enjoy 

some of the 15 finalists for the Picture Book Award during 

library media time, get to evaluate the books, and even create 

an interactive online Wixie Scrapbook which gives information 

about each book. 
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Courtesy: Baltimore County Public Library’s website! 

 

4th and 5th Graders get an opportunity to vote for the Black-

Eyed Susan Winners in the Chapter Book and Graphic Novel 

categories, by voluntarily joining the Black-Eyed Susan Reading 

Team, which will give them the opportunity to evaluate the 

books, and vote for their favorite. 
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Here are some links to learn more about the Black-Eyed Susan 

Award Nominees: 

The Maryland Association of School Librarians Website – There 

is a link for the Black-Eyed Susan Nominees here –  

http://maslmd.org/about-bes/ 

The Baltimore County Public Library’s Black-Eyed Susan Award 

Page: 

http://www.bcpl.info/find-materials/black-eyed-susan-award 

 

As always, thanks for sending your children 

ready to learn, and with an enthusiasm for 

reading and learning! 

Any questions? Just email me at 

pholden@bcps.org 

 

Happy November!  
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Musical Greetings, 

We have been busy working on many new music skills.  As a whole school we will be 

planting trees this month and learning a song about the huge variety of trees that are in 

our world.  

Kindergarteners have been singing and moving to our music.  We have practiced 

steady beat using our rhythm instruments.  One of our favorite songs is The Apple Song. 

First graders have been exploring opposites found in our music, long and short, 

forte and piano, presto and largo.  We have listened to “In the Hall of the Mountain King,” 

from the “Peer Gynt Suite”, in order to identify musical characteristics such as tempo, 

dynamics, and pitch variation.   

Second graders have been reviewing note values and have begun to read and 

perform half notes. We have explored instrument timbres by accompanying our music with 

sound effect type instruments.    

Third graders have begun learning the names of the notes on the treble clef staff.  

We are learning to follow music sign posts so that we can find our way through repeat 

signs, first and second endings and our favorite, D.S. al Coda!  

Fourth graders have been creating harmony by singing rounds and demonstrating 

various meters in songs.  We have reviewed reading notes on the treble clef staff and have 

been playing new music on our recorders.  

Fifth grade has been focused on rhythms and we learned to recognize syncopation. 

It will be concert time before we know so we are diving into our program music. 

You will have an opportunity to hear the Chorus Club and 5th Grade Chorus sing at 

the winter concert on Tuesday, December 11, 2018, at 6:30 p.m., in the café, along 

with the fifth grade instrumentalists, who will be sharing their new talents. 

 At this time of year it seems appropriate to say thanks to all of you for supporting 

your students in their personal musical growth.  Your encouragement as they explore 

music, take lessons, practice, listen to music and go to live musical performances is so 

important in their development.  
 

Sing-cerely, 

Mrs. Lisa Tierney ltierney@bcps.org 
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We have the numbers in but will be announcing winners at school on 
November 9th.  Check out next month’s article for the results! 

Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers who helped to count Box Tops! 
  

Thank you for supporting Rodgers Forge Music.   

Remember to start saving for the upcoming January Homeroom Contest! 

What a great month of October. We completed the After 
School Cross-Country Races for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders at Stoneleigh, 
Hampton, Riderwood and Timonium Elementary Schools. We had 
some outstanding runners from our school finish in the top ten in 
several races. Congratulations to all the runners and their 
determination to complete the course, made them all winners. 

Thanks to all students, who participated in our 2nd year of the 
NFL Play 60 Program. We had over 109 students pledge to be 
physical active for 60 minutes a day. On Thursday, we hold a 
drawing to select our Student Ambassador to represent R.F.E.S. 
during the morning announcements. Let’s try to keep up this 60 
minute a day challenge through the winter months which can be 
difficult with the colder temperatures.   

Please remember, as the weather changes, the children still 
must have tennis shoes to participate in Physical Education. Also, 
check the tread on the bottom of the shoes this makes for a safer 
shoe on the tile gym floor. Please put shoes in their backpacks if 
they are wearing boots to school. We will also be going outside for 
some activities in November if the weather permits, so please dress 
your child accordingly. If you have any questions or concerns about 
physical education class, please contact me. 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
Mrs. Celenza  

Physical Education News…… 
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S.T.A.T. Spotlight 
 

A new resource has been designed to help parents understand the BCPS approach to instruction, 
along with our learning supports and tools, including technology. The How We Teach and 
Learn section of the website can be accessed from www.bcps.org under Academic Focus. 
 
How We Teach and Learn begins with our “why,” which is preparing every student to graduate with 
not only a diploma, but also a resume. 

 Our “Gift with Purchase” points parents to information about resume-building opportunities 
during high school, including earning college credits, an industry credential, and work 
experiences. 

 What we mean by Literacy and Climate is explained through a show and tell approach. 
 What Learning Looks Like shares our expectations about engaging learning experiences 

both inside and outside of the classroom. 
 The sidebar highlights the information that parents can access through BCPS One. 
 The Devices section explains how we keep students safe online, our supports for 

technology, the process for secondary students to take their device home, and how the new 
devices were chosen. The sidebar in this section highlights the resources in Growing Up 
Digital. 

 How We Began with Student Devices includes our Lighthouse blog, which is now an archive 
of reflections from 2014-2018, and the S.T.A.T. evaluation page. 

 
We hope you find this information helpful! 
 
Our Makerspace has been getting some heavy use over the first two months of school, and we are 
looking to restock the following: 
 

 small popsicle sticks 

 clothes pins 

 cleaned and dried milk or iced tea plastic gallon containers 

 feathers 

 pipe cleaners 

 balloons 

 Play-Doh or clay 
 

Thank you for your continued support, 
 

Mrs. Katie Schmidt 
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 Starting with the mounds of Halloween candy, inching up on Thanksgiving feasting, 
and then rounding the bend toward holiday parties (and yet more feasting), we have arrived 
at an indulgent time of year for many of us. Here are some ideas for healthy snacking that 
can help us all to feel better. 

Try cutting cheese into interesting shapes with a cookie cutter.  To add variety, make a ka-
bob, alternating cheese shapes with pieces of fruit. 

Cut bananas into four pieces, dip them in plain yogurt, and roll in crushed whole-grain graham 
crackers. Serve it like that or freeze it for later. 

 Slice apples and toss them with oats, cinnamon, and a little brown sugar. Bake in the oven until 
they're crisp, and serve with a dollop of low-fat yogurt on top. 

 

During this month when we all are reminded to be thankful, please know that I am so very 
grateful to spend my days taking care of your children.  (And thank you for remembering to 
call me with reports of their absences.)     

 

As always, it remains my privilege to be your children’s school nurse. 

 

   Gail Shapira, RN 

   410-296-2437 

   lshapira@bcps.org 
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Productive Struggle with Homework   

At the recent School Improvement Team meeting, the topic of “productive struggle” came up where 

parents were wondering how much support to provide their child with his/her homework.  Dr. Brad 

Ermeling at Pearson’s Center for Educator Learning and Effectiveness noted that “when a student 

struggles with learning, it’s not always a crisis”.  He noted that “a large body of research in psychology 

and math education show that some forms of struggle are actually productive for student learning”.  

Working through a math problem oftentimes will help the student make deeper connections about the 

specific skills that are involved.  Additionally, learners begin to realize that there is not always a quick 

and easy answer to every problem.  This process involves thinking critically and apply previously learned 

skills.   

Some strategies to use to help your student learn how to struggle “productively” when doing homework 

are: 

 Ask them general questions to get a sense of the “big picture”.  For example, “What is the 

question asking?” or “What do they want to know?”. 

 Have them review what they learned at school that day and ask, “How do you think this will help 

you with your homework?”. 

 Assure them that learning takes work.  Struggling with a concept (and even getting it wrong) is 

not seen as a failure.   

 Praise them for the effort that they are putting into the work, not necessarily the outcome. 

 Let the teacher know what areas your child is  consistently struggling with --- either contact the 

teacher directly or help your student be able to articulate the concepts in which he/she needs 

additional support. 

 If the assignment is causing your child considerable frustration, have him/her discontinue 

working on the problem and move on.  Be sure to contact the teacher to communicate why the 

assignment is incomplete.   
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News          

 A lot of great things are happening in the Art Room! 

Grade 5 studetns are continuing to create their personal compositions using RADIAL 

SYMMETRY.  Each design is very unique and amazing, just like the students here at RFES. 

 Grade 4 students will begin learning about colors 

and the color wheel by painting a unique 

composition that uses each of the colors of the 

colorwheel.  They are using the primary colors to 

create the secondary colors as well as the tertiary 

colors.  
 

Grade 3 students will be using observation and oil 

pastels to create their compositions of close-up 

views of flowers.  Georgia O’Keeffe is the feature 

artist they are learning about for this unit of study.  
 

Grade 2 is learning 

the secrets of how artists create the art element of space by 

creating trees in their foreground, middle ground, and 

background of their landscape paintings.  By making some trees appear farther away and some 

appear closer they have created the illusion of space.  Students in 2nd grade also learn about the 

differences between cool and warm colors as 

they incorporate them in their landscape 

paintings also.  



PAGE 18  RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

   
Grade 1 students are learning about the famous artist, Piet 

Mondrian as an inspiration for their own painting.  We will be learning about horizontal and 

vertical lines, and what shapes these two types of lines create.  Students will be using the 

primary colors to complete their wonderful Nonobjective Compositions.  
 

Kindergarten is learning about 

different types of line to create 

different patterns.  We are using line 

and color to create 3 different types of 

patterns.  The patterns we are creating 

are repeating patterns, AB patterns, 

and ABC patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was so nice to see Grandparents visit their very 

talented grandchildren in the art room.  

In conclusion, another amazing thing that is happening I the Art room is that the 5th grade Art 

Helpers are painting the art stools in a style of a famous 

painting!  

 


